Of Men and Mountains was commissioned by the Netherlands Brass Band Championships for
their 10th Anniversary Contest, which was held in Drachten in December 1990. The first British
performance was given by the Britannia Building Society Band, conductor Howard Snell, at the
Fifth Conference of the World Association for Symphonic Bands and Ensembles which was held
at the Royal Northern College of Music in July 1991.

NOTE
The title of the work and its genesis came about as a result of a train journey which my wife and
I'made in July 1989 across Canada from Toronto to Vancouver. The awe-inspiring journey through
the Rocky Mountains, with its high peaks and shafts of sunlight breaking through the clouds,
with its canyons and ferocious rapids, made me understand a little more about the majesty of
nature and the fragility of humanity. The eternal struggle between man and nature was personified
in the building of this incredible railway, hence my title (after Blake).

The work is dedicated to the memory of Eric Ball who died shortly before I enced writing
it. I greatly admired the man and the music and I am sure he would hav % the feelings
behind the inspiration for this work.

Of Men and Mountains is in one continuous movement and lasts ¢ 17 minutes. Its form
is difficult to describe because of its motivic and accumulatwée e, but it is essentially a
symphomc tone poem in search of a theme, which event gofnes in jts final and completee
state in the majestic ending after an ever- mcreasmg cherz

Here is a rough outline of the work:

A Slow Introduction themes in em gmen ‘\ E
B st fast section two main id ry rhythnnc 0
B! 2nd fast section dey, B - sgo separate m
gr
A! Return of openmg $
C Long slow section W the I variousg

B? Scherzo re WO, r1al fr e form of a gradual
paced scher.
D Majestlc ation of mam theme now heard in its
d comp
C@ short, tnu fast section based on the main theme

Edward Gregson

Percussion (2-3 players, lu pam) Snare Drum, 2 Tenor Drums, Bass Drum, 2 Bongos,

Tam-tam Tnangle, ymbals (clashed and suspended), Antique cymbal (unpitched

crotale), Bell -tree, V e (bowed and struck), Glockenspiel, Xylophone, Tubular Bells.

Duration prox.

This work is a Ie as follows:

Brass Band set of parts (excluding score): ISMN: M-050-02657-0
Full Score:  ISMN: M-050-02658-7

© Copyright 1992 Novello & Company Limited, 8/9 Frith Street, London W1V 5TZ
Printed & Distributed by Studio Music Company, PO Box 19292, London NW10 9WP, England

No part of this publication may be copied or reproduced in any form or
by any means without the prior permission of Novello & Company Limited.

Novello & Company Ltd. welcomes information about performances of this work: Details should
be sent to the Performance Promotion Department at their London address, shown above.

All Rights Reserved Printed in Great Britain



in memory of Eric Ball

OF MEN AND MOUNTAINS
EDWARD GREGSON

Slow and mysteriously (J-60)
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